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Abstract:
After natural disasters such as hurricanes no one's main concern is to check up on how college

students are coping with the repercussions. Most students receive major setbacks in life just from

one catastrophic event. People’s families were separated, homes were destroyed, and lives were at a

halt. So many students were struggling in silence without knowing and why or how to deal with it.

To add on most of these college students’ campuses were ruined and they were forced to obtain a

degree elsewhere. Not all majors are available at certain universities so the search could take longer

that expected putting the students months or years behind in credit hours needed to graduate. This

process could be extremely stressful while also having to rebuild and help your family out. This

research was conducted to examine how college students are affected by hurricanes and the

initiatives they took to remain successful after dealing with trauma as a result of Hurricane Katrina.

Keywords: New Orleans, Hurricane Katrina, college, students 
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Introduction:

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina made landfall. New Orleans, Louisiana 

was the main city impacted by this notorious hurricane. Citizens that lived in New 

Orleans were left suffering with no idea of what their life would be like after 

Hurricane Katrina. Specifically, students that attended a variety of Universities in 

New Orleans. These college campuses were ruined by the heavy loads of rain and 

whooshing winds. Not only were these college campuses demolished but this 

destruction led to trauma, which affected the decision on if students wanted to 

continue their education or not.  
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Research Question:

How are New Orleans college students impacted by 

hurricanes while in college?
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Purpose Statement:

The purpose of this presentation is to provide a literature review of 

how New Orleans’ college students are impacted through their 

personal experiences while attending college during hurricanes. 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZKJlTA9vkE
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“Hurricane Katrina Through the Eyes of 

African American College Students: The 

Making of a Documentary” by Clyde 

Robertson

● A documentary film that focuses on three 

HBCU in the city of New Orleans—Xavier 

University, Dillard University, and Southern 

University at New Orleans.

● Gives insight of five students' lives in college 

during and after Hurricane Katrina.
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● After having to transfer, many students 

decided to just get a job—altering their 

initial career path.

● The hurricane not only ruined these 

college students' plans at their HBCU but 

also damaged their universities and 

personal belongings. 

● These students felt so connected to their 

school they still did not mind attending 

their universities under its poor 

conditions.

“If I got to swim through the city 

and get a hammer and a nail,  I will 

build the school back myself” 

(Robertson, 2008, p. 399).

These students “created emotional ties 

and loyalty to their home institution” 

and “family-like bonds” (Robertson, 

2008, p. 399).
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“Post-Katrina undergraduate Trauma Education Theory, Conceptualization, innovation, 

implementation and proof of concept”

Authors Katie, Charles and Kathleen used researcher’s evidence and sources to answer 

how and why trauma affects so many people  After a major event such as the storm. 

They believed that there should be a course on trauma                                         do to the 

lack of knowledge surrounding the topic. 
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Post-Katrina undergraduate Trauma Education Theory, Conceptualization, innovation, 

implementation and proof of concept”

The first course was a Mooc course designed as a video game within the reading. 

Unfortunately, this didn’t work.

The new course was called Sowk 1000 Trauma. Once it                                 On started to 

develop it turned into trauma sections:

● Family Trauma 

● Making meaning of trauma 

● Foundations of trauma 
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Hurricane Katrina’s Trauma and Effects

● Numerous amounts of undergraduates and graduate students who transferred to a 

different city to attend college after the hurricane. 

● They then recorded how many students returned for the next semester

● These dislocations led to the effects such as post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, 

mental illness, and suicidal tendencies



Life After the Hurricane: Will Colleges Students Ever be 

the Same?
Hurricane Katrina’s Trauma and Effects

❖ Lead to psychological effects

❖ These included post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, mental illness, suicidal tendencies

❖ These effects could also have been a contribution of college being the place young adult 

sociability thrives
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Hurricane Katrina’s Trauma and Effects

● Young people need social interactions to grow as people and be happy, so taking this 

away is very harmful to the mental health of a student

● The authors elaborate a contributing factor, that age and education level does not 

change the difference between individuals, but gender does; women have higher 

distress levels than male, which put women at higher risk during catastrophic times. 
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Motivational Factors Underlying College Students’ Decisions to Resume Their Educational Pursuits 

in the Aftermath of Hurricane Katrina

“Colleges and universities experienced tremendous losses as well. With their campuses 

severely damaged and their students and faculty displaced across the nation , 

postsecondary institutions in New Orleans were in a state of devastation and disarray. 

Significant declines in student enrollment and reductions in faculty and staff plagued the 

higher education system after the storm.”  
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Factors that Affected College Students’ and Their Decisions to Return

● Sex

● Residential Status 

● GPA

● Pell Grant Status

● Attendance Prior to Storm

● Campus Housing Status

● Parent or Relative Attendance at University



Life After the Hurricane: Will Colleges Students Ever be 

the Same? 

Significance:

The significance of this essay is Hurricane Katrina led to effects 

that put a hindrance on college students at that time, leading them to 

relocate and change their university plans. Current college students 

can learn from their experiences and see possible futures if it were 

to happen again. 
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Recommendations:

The effects of Hurricane Katrina displayed that resilience is the only 

thing that can help rebuild communities that experience severe 

devastation and trauma. University Presidents should also be lenient 

towards students after these types of traumatic events because 

eventually it will be in the best interest of the students.
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Conclusion:

Earlier in this research we discussed the effects Hurricane Katrina had on university students and their 

education. Students that attended Historically Black Colleges and Universities in New Orleans had to 

transfer to other universities in different states to continue their college journeys. This threw off these 

students' initial plans, some may have applied to jobs instead or postponed getting their college 

degree. These students experienced psychological trauma, because of the helplessness they felt. These 

traumatic effects could include PTSD, depression, suicide, and anxiety. Most students did not 

understand why or realize the events that took place affected them in some way. The trauma courses 

created at Tulane university shed light on the lack of knowledge surrounding Trauma. Every student 

that attended this class felt better and was able to work through their trauma understanding what 

Trauma was. After these traumatic experiences, many students struggled with their decisions to return 

to pursuing higher education. Students were displaced and many lost their homes entirely. These 

factors caused college enrollment to drop significantly.  
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Questions ?


