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“The   Bluest   Eye”   Reflection  

Reading   “The   Bluest   Eye”   by   Toni   Morrison   was   a   very   rewarding   and   influential  

experience.    A   story   involving   an   11   year   old   equating   beauty   and   social   acceptance   to   a   person's  

whiteness   was   obviously   a   very   interesting   and   thought   inducing   read   for   me.    As   a   white  

woman,   I   can   not   relate   to   the   overall   message   of   “The   Bluest   Eye”.    I   fit   into   the   stereotypical  

white   profile,   where    considering   Pecola's   academic   opportunities,   social   status,   and   financial  

status,   I   have   been   privileged   to   have   lived   a   life   with   more   acceptance   and   opportunities  

compared   to   Pecola.    Although   I   can’t   relate   to   Pecola   in   very   many   ways,   this   novel   has   taught  

me   a   lot   about   privilege,   colorism,   and   societal   beauty   standards.  

In   the   novel,   Morrison   's   message   of   beauty   is   related   to   society   's   perception   and  

acceptance   of   white   culture   and   its   impact   on   African   Americans   that   causes   them   to   question  

their   self   worth.    Examples   of   this   that   are   shown   through   Pecola   made   me   question   my   self  

image   and   reconsider   my   privilege.    A   few   panelists   discussed   the   recognition   of   our   own  

privilege   and   how   important   it   is   in   order   to   truly   make   a   change   in   our   country.    I   have   always  

recognized   the   oppression   of   black   people,   but   have   never   truly   considered   societal   beauty  

standards   and   how   that   affects   people   who   are   unrepresented   in   the   media,   such   as   Pecola.    I  

have   never   thought   about   being   unrepresented   in   the   media   because   white   people   have   always  

been   represented.    Recognizing   my   privilege   in   this   way   guided   me   to   a   better   understanding   of  
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non   representation   of   black   people   in   societal   “norms’   and   how   big   of   an   emotional   toll   it   could  

place   on   a   person   who   has   to   experience   it.    Colorism   is   also   a   dominant   theme   in   “The   Bluest  

Eye”.    The   idea   of   colorism   was   a   very   confusing   concept   for   me.    When   the   lighter   skinned   girl  

started   calling   Pecolo   names   after   making   her   feel   as   if   she   befriended   her,   I   was   shocked.    The  

more   I   read,   though,   the   more   I   understood   how   black   people   with   more   “white”   features   were  

favored   in   society   and   they   could   feel   that   they   are   superior   to   people   with   darker   skin   and/or  

more   african   features.  

Pecola’s   constant   effort   to   be   accepted   by   her   family   and   society   truly   opened   my   eyes   to  

the   truth   in   the   many   themes   Morrison   developed   throughout   the   novel.    Although   I   will   never  

experience   what   Pecola   goes   through   due   to   years   of   oppression   and   prejudices,   I   recognize   the  

meaning   of   her   story   and   have   learned   a   lot   about   the   truth   of   racism   in   our   country.  


