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Welcome to College 

 A college education is one of the greatest transformative              

experiences in a young personôs life, and we are deeply honored that you 

have chosen to trust us to provide that experience for your child. It is the 

great joy of all the members of the Office of First-Year Experience (OFYE) 

to have a positive impact in the life of young adults here at the University 

of Louisiana at Lafayette, and we look forward to doing so in the coming   

semester!  We are immensely aware of the love and energy you have      

invested in your child to get them to this point in their life, and we are    

dedicated to serving both the students of this university and you, their     

parents. We are proud to be Raginô Cajuns and we are proud that you and 

your child have chosen to be members of our UL Lafayette family. We 

look forward to building a relationship with you which will provide the 

support your child needs to be successful in college.  We hope to see you 

on campus over the coming months.  In the meantime, you are more than 

welcome to let us know how we can help you and your child.  

August 2016 

RESOURCES 

Writing Center 
H.L. Griffin Hall, Rm. 107-108 
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9AM - 
3PM; Fri 9AM -12PM 
Call: 337-482-6447 

Computer Labs on Campus 

Counseling & Testing Center 
Saucier Wellness Center in 
O.K. Allen Hall 
Call: 337-482-6480 
counseling@louisiana.edu 

Office of Disability Services 
(ODS) 
Conference Center, Rm. 126 
Call: 337-482-5252 
ods@louisiana.edu 

Follow OFYE on        
Social Media 

 

/ǣÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÉÒÓÔ-9ÅÁÒ %ØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ 

tŀǊŜƴǘ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ - !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмс 

http://english.louisiana.edu/node/19
http://helpdesk.louisiana.edu/get-help/catalog-services/step-labs
http://helpdesk.louisiana.edu/get-help/catalog-services/step-labs
http://counselingandtesting.louisiana.edu/
mailto:counseling@louisiana.edu
http://disability.louisiana.edu/
http://disability.louisiana.edu/
mailto:ods@louisiana.edu
https://www.facebook.com/FirstYearatUL
https://twitter.com/ulofye
https://instagram.com/ulofye/
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What is OFYE? 

 The Office of First-Year Experience (OFYE) is pleased to support 

your student during the exciting and challenging transition period of the first 

year. OFYE supports freshmen in a multitude of ways. Academically, we  

offer the UNIV 100 course, which allows students to gain or improve skills 

needed for success in the higher education environment. We collaborate with 

the Academic Success Center in offering a safety net to students identified as 

at-risk through the Grades First reporting system (more on that in the  

September newsletter).  

 OFYE is also committed to the personal development and enrichment 

of our newest Raginô Cajuns by offering and promoting many opportunities 

for engagement. You can help promote your studentsô engagement in campus 

lifeðwhether your student is a commuter or campus resident. Encourage your 

student to attend campus activities and explore student organizations in the 

first semester. If your student is living in campus housing and within driving 

distance of home, encourage him or her to stay for a weekend or two during 

the first month rather than drive home every weekend. This encourages mak-

ing friends on campus by giving them time to socialize.  

 If your student is a commuter, he or she can be very engaged in     

campus life. Encourage your student to stay on campus for at least some late 

afternoons, even if the class schedule ends earlier. Mid-to-late afternoon is 

when many student organization meetings are held. This also allows time for 

students to attend tutoring, participate in study groups, and visit professors.  

Students who are engaged in their learning and in campus activities are more 

likely to finish their degrees and to graduate with a higher GPA than those 

who are not engaged.  

Fall 2016 Calendar 
 

Sept 3: Freshmen Red Run 

Sept 5: Labor Day 

Sept 16-18: Family Weekend 

Oct 5: Last day to drop      

classes with a ñWò 

Oct 6-7: Fall Break 

Oct 17: Academic Advising 

for Spring 2016 Begins 

Oct 22: The Big Event 

Nov 24-25: Thanksgiving 

Break 

Dec 2: Last Day of Classes 

 

Follow OFYE on             
Social Media 

 

 

OFYE Staff 

Associate Director:                     

Dana Bekurs 

Assistant Director:                  

Christie Maloyed 

Associate Instructor:                

Ericka Haynes 

Associate Instructor: 

Bridget Hester 

Associate Instructor:                 

Christine Williams 

Associate Instructor:               

Mike Williams 

Instructional Support 

Program Manager: 

Michelle Fournet 

 

 

 

http://firstyear.louisiana.edu/
http://studentsuccess.louisiana.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstYearatUL
https://twitter.com/ulofye
https://instagram.com/ulofye/
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Tips To Be A Good 
College Parent 

 
 

¶ Think about your parting 
words.  

¶ Resist the urge to ñsaveò 
your student.  

¶ Donôt obsessively check 
your studentôs grades. 

¶ Encourage competence, 
not confidence.  

¶ Help students develop 
goals ð theirs, not 
yours.  

¶ Donôt change your     
studentôs room. 

¶ Support them, donôt  
pressure them.  

¶ Regardless of the       
circumstances, donôt call 
the president of the    
university.   

Being a College Parent 

 Starting college is an exciting and sometimes daunting experience for every 

student, whether they like to admit it or not.  Freshman year is finally the time where 

we give our children the reins to their own lives, with some supervision.   

Unfortunately, letting go is often harder for parents than it is for students.   

¶ Information: Busy college students tend to minimize the amount of infor-

mation they share with their parents.  Accordingly, parents turn to the university 

to inquire about their childôs progress.  Unfortunately, as our students are typi-

cally over the age of 18 UL Lafayette is mandated by federal laws such as 

FERPA and HIPAA to protect the privacy of its students, even from their par-

ents.  Though the university does all it can to assist parents it tends to be a frus-

trating situation for them.  Talking to your child will always be the most direct 

way to know how they are doing in school.  

¶ Altercations: Your child will face many altercations in college, whether it be 

with a teacher, a classmate, a roommate, or a friend.  They best way to help them 

learn how to deal with these situations is to support them from afar.  The UL 

campus provides numerous resources to help students in each of these types of 

situations.  Allowing them to learn how to resolve conflict at the beginning of 

college will be one of the most important skills they will need for the rest of 

their degree.  

¶ Grades: The type and amount of information students are tested on in col-

lege is considerably more difficult and comprehensive than in high school.  It 

takes time and experience to learn the appropriate study and test taking habits 

students need to succeed.  Donôt be alarmed if grades arenôt exactly what they 

were in high school in the beginning.  Offices such as the Academic Success 

Center specialize in helping students adjust to the academic difficulty of college. 

¶ Maturity:  Remember that development takes time.  Professor Marshall 

Duke of Emory University produced an informative video on parenting college 

students where he stresses that freshman are not quite college students, merely 

high school students in college.  They will act much like they did in high school 

and make many of the same mistakes.  It wonôt be until somewhere in the sopho-

more year that you see intellectual changes in your child, where they are mature 

enough to face college as a true adult.   

College is a time of change for students and parents.  The Office of First-Year     

Experience (OFYE) is here to help both you and your child make the transition.  For 

additional material, please read the Washington Postôs 9 tips on how to be a good 

college parent. 

Academic Colleges at 
UL Lafayette 

¶ College of the Arts 

 (23 Majors) 

¶ College of Business      
Administration 

 (8 Majors) 

¶ College of Education 

 (20 Majors) 

¶ College of Engineering 

 (7 Majors) 

¶ University College 

 (1 Major) 

¶ College of Liberal Arts 

 (27 Majors) 

¶ College of Nursing &    
Allied Health 

 (6 Majors) 

¶ College of Sciences 

 (21 Majors) 
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http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/privacy/
http://studentsuccess.louisiana.edu/
http://studentsuccess.louisiana.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLxV9U5z_28
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2014/09/02/9-tips-on-how-to-be-a-good-college-parent/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2014/09/02/9-tips-on-how-to-be-a-good-college-parent/
http://arts.louisiana.edu/
http://business.louisiana.edu/
http://business.louisiana.edu/
http://education.louisiana.edu/
http://engineering.louisiana.edu/
http://universitycollege.louisiana.edu/
http://liberalarts.louisiana.edu/
http://nursing.louisiana.edu/
http://nursing.louisiana.edu/
http://sciences.louisiana.edu/
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From Parenting to Partnering 

 Partnerships of learning are an important part of the message we give to       

students and parents during our annual New Student Orientation programs. The idea of a 

partnership, that we all have a joint interest in the success of our students, is an          

important one for parents to think about as your son or daughter begins their first week 

of classes at UL Lafayette. How will you partner with your Raginô Cajun, as well as 

with our university, to ensure that your student has optimal academic, social, and      

personal success during their time here? Parent Perspectives is part of the universityôs 

commitment to partnering with parents of our students for their success. Our monthly 

newsletter will aim to give you timely information on the university, your studentôs   

adjustment, and insights into how you can be a partner with us to ensure a positive    

experience for your son or daughter. Contact us at any time with your thoughts,       

comments, questions or concerns by email or phone at 337-482-6599. During the first 

few weeks of school, it is important to ensure that your child is achieving balance.  Ask 

them about their time management skills, what organizations they are getting involved 

in, and how much sleep they are getting. For every 3 credit hours in which they are   

enrolled, encourage them to spend at least 5 hours per week reading, studying, and   

completing assignments. Students who are most successful completing a full-time 

course load spend 20-30 hours a week on homework, reading, and studying for tests.  

The Red Dot Discount 

 The Red Dot Discount Program was created to help students become more 

aware of the many businesses that support the University of Louisiana at Lafayette and 

its students, by offering discounts and/or special offers. The Red Dot Discount Program 

is a partnership between community businesses and the UL Lafayette Student Govern-

ment Association. The partnered businesses give students and faculty a discount for 

products or services. In turn, the Student Government promotes and advertises for the 

company. It's a win-win situation for all parties in-

volved. To receive a discount, the student must show 

his/her current identification card (Cajun Card).  

Without their current I.D. card, students WILL NOT 

receive the discount specified in the contract. For a list 

of all businesses in Red Dot partnership, please click 

here.  Encourage your son or daughter to visit these 

business to save money and to support the local  

community!  

Top University Spots 
to Check Out 

 

1. Student Union 

2. Cypress Lake 

3. Welcome Wall 

4. Century Oaks 

5. Dr. Stevens Memorial 

6. Martin Hall 

7. Walk of Honor 

8. Quad Fountain 

9. Pillars of Excellence 

10. Echo Chamber 

11. Dupr® Library  

12. Ernest Gaines Center 
(Inside Dupr® Library) 

13. Tr®buchet  

14. Beau Soleil Home 

15. Girard Park 

16. Twin Towers Memorial 

17. Hilliard University Art 
Museum 

18. Red Zone Store 

19. Bourgois Hall 

20. Lamson Park 

21. Greek Row 

22. ñTigueò Moore Field 

23. Cajun Field 

24. LITE Center 

25. National Wetlands     
Research Center 

 

Locate these iconic locations 
on the university maps     
below! 

Main Campus 

University Common 

Numbers 1 - 17 are            
accessible by foot, however 
we suggest using a personal 
vehicle for Numbers 18 - 25. 
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mailto:ofye@louisiana.edu
http://sga.louisiana.edu/what-we-do/red-dot-discount-program
http://sga.louisiana.edu/
http://sga.louisiana.edu/
http://cajuncard.louisiana.edu/
http://sga.louisiana.edu/what-we-do/red-dot-discount-program
http://sga.louisiana.edu/what-we-do/red-dot-discount-program
http://firstyear.louisiana.edu/sites/firstyear/files/First%20Years%20MAP.pdf#overlay-context=
http://firstyear.louisiana.edu/sites/firstyear/files/First%20Years%20COMMON.pdf#overlay-context=
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TOPS Workshops 

 If a student has been awarded TOPS, it is mandatory to attend a TOPS Infor-

mation session. During Cajun Connection, there was a TOPS Session offered; if a student 

attended that session, they will not need to go to an additional session. For more infor-

mation, click here. All first-time freshmen receiving TOPS must attend a TOPS Work-

shop in the fall semester.  Choose one 30 minute session to attend. All workshops are 

located in 103 Moody. Below is the TOPS Sessions schedule: 
 

Friday, September 23: 11 am, 11:30 am 

Monday, September 26: 11 am, 11:30 am, 1 pm, 1:30 pm, 2 pm, 2:30 pm, 3 pm, 3:30 pm 

Tuesday, September 27:  11 am, 11:30 am, 1 pm, 1:30 pm, 2 pm, 2:30 pm, 3 pm, 3:30 pm 

Wednesday, September 28: 11 am, 11:30am, 1 pm, 1:30pm, 2 pm, 2:30 pm, 3pm, 3:30 pm 

Thursday, September 29: 11 am, 11:30 am, 1 pm, 1:30 pm, 2 pm, 2:30 pm, 3 pm, 3:30 pm 

Support Your Cajuns 

 You can support your son or daughter and the University of Louisiana at Lafa-

yette by wearing red each Friday! Encourage your son or daughter to wear red on Fridays 

as well. It shows support for our university.  

 Still need that Raginô Cajun gear? Check out the wide array of apparel available 

at the University Bookstore.  Bookstore locations include the Student Union, the Tent on 

St. Mary Blvd., and the Red Zone on Johnston Street.  
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2016 Football   
Home Schedule 

Sept 3: Boise State 

Sept 10: McNeese State 

Sept 17: South Alabama 

Oct 12: Appalachian State 

Nov 5: Idaho 

Nov 26: Arkansas State 
 

2016 Soccer     
Home Schedule 

Aug 21: Alcorn State 

Aug 28: Southern Miss 

Sept 2: Lamar 

Sept 4: Southeastern LA 

Sept 9: McNeese State 

Sept 16: Georgia State 

Sept 18: Little Rock 

Sept 30: Texas State 

Oct 7: Arkansas State 

Oct 16: ULM 

 

2016 Volleyball     
Home Schedule 

Aug 30: Northwestern State 

Sept 2: Air Force 

Sept 3: Alabama A&M 

Sept 3: Nicholls State 

Sept 6: McNeese State 

Sept 23: Georgia State 

Sept 24: Georgia Southern 

Oct 5: Southeastern LA 

Oct 8: ULM 

Oct 14: Arkansas State 

Oct 16: Little Rock 

Nov 4: Troy 

Nov 6: South Alabama 

Nov 11: UT Arlington 

Nov 12: Texas State 

Direct Deposit Information 

 Get your studentôs financial aid refunds and work study paycheck FASTER by 

setting up DIRECT DEPOSIT. If your student uses checks, he/she needs a voided check 

that is preprinted with their name on it. If your student doesnôt use checks, you can get the 

bank to give you a DIRECT DEPOSIT FORM that has the studentôs name, the type of 

account (checking or saving), routing number, and account number on bank letterhead. 

The account MUST be in the STUDENTôS name. No starter or temporary checks and no 

accounts in the parentôs name. Drop off at the Student Cashier/Disbursement Center in the 

Student Union, Room 135. For more information on direct deposit, click here, or call 337-

482-6367. 


