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RESOURCES 

 Writing Center 

H.L. Griffin Hall, Rm. 107 

Call: 482-6447 

 Computer Labs on Campus 

 Counseling & Testing   

Center 

Saucier Wellness Center in 

O.K. Allen Hall 

Call: 482-6480 

counseling@louisiana.edu 

 Office of Disability          

Services (ODS) 

Conference Center, Rm. 

126 

Finishing Strong 

 It’s a big deal. The first year of college can be a year of tumultuous change, 

uncertainty, and anxiety. It can also be a year of unparalleled intellectual, social, 

and emotional growth. The noted scholar Vincent Tinto identified three stages of 

development which occurs throughout the first year. The first stage is separation, in 

which students physically and/or emotionally move away from their former envi-

ronment. Second, the transition stage is characterized by students feeling torn in 

their allegiances between their old environment and their new one. Finally, incor-

poration is the stage in which students now feel a full-fledged member of their new 

environment. In short, the first year can be a roller coaster ride for both students 

and their families.  

 As this first year of college comes to a close, take time to recognize what 

you and your student have accomplished. Ragin’ Cajuns love a good celebration, so 

now is the time to take a few moments to reflect and celebrate. Here are some of 

topics you may wish to discuss with your students in wrapping up the first year and 

preparing for the second:  

 Let your student know that you recognize the changes that have occurred.  

 Reinforce that completing the first year is an accomplishment. This can 

 help remind your student that education is important in your family’s  

 values.  

 Talk with them about the classes they have taken this year. What were their 

 favorite courses? What classes gave them trouble? Help them to put this 

 into the context of the greater issue of their future life’s work. How 

 certain are they about their choice of major? Changing majors after the first 

 year can often be done without substantially increasing the length of time 

 they will be in school.  

 Ask your student how he/she feels about their level of engagement with      

 UL Lafayette. Have they found students clubs or activities in which they 

 feel comfortable? Have they discovered student organizations that may 

 help them to develop résumé building skills and experiences or to network? 

 Have they found a circle of friends? If not, encourage them to look at the 

 UL Lafayette Get Involved website for a list of student groups and/or at-

 tend activities such as Get on Board Day in the fall.  

These and other celebrations and family discussions over the summer months may 

help your student to continue to feel connected to UL Lafayette and return for their 

sophomore year refreshed and focused.  

http://www.louisiana.edu/
http://english.louisiana.edu/about-us/writing-center/
http://helpdesk.louisiana.edu/get-help/catalog-services/step-labs
http://helpdesk.louisiana.edu/get-help/catalog-services/step-labs
http://counselingandtesting.louisiana.edu/
http://counselingandtesting.louisiana.edu/
mailto:counseling@louisiana.edu
http://disability.louisiana.edu/
http://disability.louisiana.edu/
http://www.louisiana.edu/campus-life/get-involved
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April-May 2016 The Big Event 2016 
 

 The Big Event is UL Lafayette’s largest community service project, and 

work is already well under way to make the 2016 event one to remember. Inspired 

by the original event at Texas A&M, The Big Event has expanded, now being held 

at hundreds of college campuses in the United States, as well as locations in Spain, 

Germany, Italy, and Pakistan!  Ragin’ Cajuns have a deep devotion to the Acadiana 

community, and The Big Event is their way of giving back as a thank you. Since 

The Big Event arrived at UL Lafayette in 2013, some 8,100 Ragin’ Cajuns have 

given back thus far. With around 3,000 students a year volunteering their time on a 

single day, it truly is one of the easiest ways for students to get involved on campus 

and make new friends.   

  October 22, 2016, will mark the fourth time this student-run project has 

been held on campus. To organize and run this program is a monumental            

undertaking, but our students always rise to the challenge. They are already hard at 

work fundraising, recruiting, and lining up project sites as well as sponsors. If you 

are part of a business, or know of a business who might be interested in becoming a 

sponsor, additional information can be located on The Big Event’s donation and 

sponsorship page. The student executive board will be publishing information      

pertinent to students throughout the summer and fall months. In order to stay up to 

date, please feel free to connect with The Big Event by following it on the social 

media links below.   

 We firmly believe in the ideals and principles that guide The Big Event 

mission.  Please encourage your son or daughter to join his/her classmates in giving 

one big thanks, on one big day, as a part of one big event.   

Clic
k 

Her
e 

Click Here 

Previous Community  

Partners 

 Acadiana Center for the Arts 

 Another Child Foundation 

 Compete 4 a Cause 

 Duson Elementary 

 Episcopal School of Acadiana 

 Faith House 

 Food Net of Acadiana 

 Good Hope Baptist Church 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Hearts of Hope 

 Keep Lafayette Beautiful 

 Lafayette High School 

 Maddie’s Footprints 

 Maison de Williams 

 Project Front Yard 

 Second Harvest Food Bank 

 Special Olympics 

 St. Pius Elementary 

 Temple Shalom 

 The Extra Mile 

 The Labyr Family Life Center 

 The Nature Conservancy 

 Vermillionville 

 Woodvale Elementary 

http://firstyear.louisiana.edu/content/get-involved/big-event
http://bigevent.tamu.edu/
http://firstyear.louisiana.edu/node/216
http://firstyear.louisiana.edu/node/216
http://firstyear.louisiana.edu/get-involved/big-event
https://www.facebook.com/TBEatULatLafayette?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/ulbigevent
https://instagram.com/ulbigevent
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April-May 2016 

Acing Final Exams 

 Your student has now been in college for roughly nine months and you       

probably feel pretty proud of him or her.  However, the academic calendar is ten 

months, not nine. A tendency amongst all college students when returning from 

spring break is to “check out” until summer hits.              

Passing finals is a pretty important step in making it to 

summer. One of the top things you can do to help prepare 

your student for finals is simply ask them when their finals 

are. The last few weeks are filled with project and paper 

deadlines, so studying for finals tends to be pushed to the 

back burner. Asking them about their finals schedule 

makes them begin to think about it and plan out their study 

schedule. The schedule for final exams can be located on 

the University Registrar’s website. Passing finals is one of the most important things 

your student will have to do each year.  Help us give them the tools they need to suc-

ceed! 
  

Tips for Passing    

Finals 

 Make a study schedule 

and stick to it. 

 Use mnemonic devices. 

 Choose study locations 

wisely. 

 Don’t reread the entire 

course textbook. 

 Actually look at your 

notes again.  

 Make sure to get sleep.  

Don’t pull all-nighters.  

 Study socially by       

organizing study groups.  

 Don’t assume that you 

already know the       

material.  

We’re All Family 

    You can support your son 

or daughter and the Universi-

ty of Louisiana at Lafayette 

by wearing red each Friday!  

And encourage your son or   

daughter to wear red on    

Fridays as well. It shows      

support for our university.  

Still need that Ragin’ Cajun 

Gear? Check out the wide  

array of apparel available at 

the University Bookstore    

located in the Student Union.  

 

Cutting the Nets 

 One of the greatest triumphs and most well known traditions in modern 

sports is the cutting of the nets. What better way to remember a magical basketball 

finale than keeping what ushered in your success? At least that is what the Ragin’ 

Cajun Women’s Basketball team has to say.  

Following a shaky regular season where the 

Lady Cajuns went 20-9 overall and 13-7 in 

the Sun Belt Conference, they landed an offer 

to compete in the Women’s Basketball       

Invitational post season tournament. The    

Lady Cajuns brought some spring life to Earl 

K. Long Gym by defeating in-state rivals the 

Northwestern State Demons 69-54, the       

Stetson Hatters 56-47, and the Youngstown 

State Penguins 69-49 en route to the           

championship game. Facing a tough Weber 

State Wildcat team the Lady Cajuns pulled 

off the 87-85 win in double overtime to earn 

their second straight WBI Championship title. 

Junior Keke Veal of Opelousas was named 

the Most Valuable Player of the game. The 

winning shot that sealed the game came from junior Sylvana Okde of Houston. 

Sophomore Simone Fields along with seniors Keke Veal and Kia Wilridge were 

named to the all-tournament team. The Lady Cajuns closed the season out with a 

bang, finishing with a record of 25-10.   

http://registrar.louisiana.edu/sites/registrar/files/SP15%20EXAM%20SCH.pdf
http://registrar.louisiana.edu/registration/academic-calendar/final-exam-schedules
http://bookstore.louisiana.edu/
http://www.ragincajuns.com/index.aspx?path=wbball
http://www.ragincajuns.com/index.aspx?path=wbball
http://sunbeltsports.org/
http://www.womensbasketballinvitational.com/
http://www.womensbasketballinvitational.com/
http://www.ragincajuns.com/news/2016/3/16/womens-basketball-veals-26-points-pushes-cajuns-past-northwestern-state-69-54.aspx?path=wbball
http://www.ragincajuns.com/news/2016/3/19/womens-basketball-cajuns-advance-to-wbi-semifinals-with-win-vs-stetson.aspx?path=wbball
http://www.ragincajuns.com/news/2016/3/23/womens-basketball-wilridges-career-scoring-night-propels-cajuns-into-wbi-championship.aspx?path=wbball
http://www.ragincajuns.com/news/2016/3/26/womens-basketball-cajuns-conclude-historic-season-with-2ot-wbi-finals-win.aspx?path=wbball
http://www.ragincajuns.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=4417
http://www.ragincajuns.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=5015
http://www.ragincajuns.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=5012
http://www.ragincajuns.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=5018
http://www.ragincajuns.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=5019
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March 2016 Moving Home 

 With the completion of finals, all on-campus residents are required to move out of 

their hall/apartment no later than 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 7th. In order to properly check 

out, students may choose to either schedule an appointment with their community assistant 

(C.A.) or to partake in an express check out. If the student would like to set up a scheduled 

check out, they should follow the link provided via email correspondence from the Office of 

University Housing to sign up for a check out appointment. If the student chooses express 

check out, they should retrieve an express checkout envelope from the front desk of their 

residence hall, place the room key in the envelope and fill out the envelope. Upon              

completion, the student should deliver the sealed envelope to the black box located at the 

front desk of their residence hall. *Please note, by choosing the express checkout option, the 

right to dispute any charges under $500.00 is waived. Rules for express checkout are listed in 

the On-Campus Living Handbook. Please view Housing’s Helpful Tips for a Smooth           

Checkout for additional information 

 Summer housing is available to students, which will be in Legacy Park and the    

Conference Center. All that is required for consideration is: 1) submit the summer housing 

application on the portal 2) pay any outstanding Housing debts 3) enroll in at least 12 hours 

for the Fall 2016 semester. Should you have any questions, University Housing can be       

contacted by email at oncampusliving@louisiana.edu or by phone at 337-482-6471.  

Resources for the Sophomore Year 

 Many first-year students spend the summer months away from academics, 

working summer jobs or relaxing. This is often a necessary respite from the rigors of 

academia. Come August, encourage your student to reconnect and re-engage right away 

by utilizing any of these campus resources.  
 

1) Career Counseling and Career Services:  

 If your student remains uncertain about his or her major, there are plenty of  

 resources available to help your student explore and decide. 

 For those who have made the decision, Career Services can help identify  

 internships or part-time job opportunities in your student’s field of study. 

 Networking! This is the year to start attending on-campus career fairs and  

 networking events.  
 

2) Academic Advising: 

 Your student can meet with an advisor to ensure that he or she is on track to  

 graduate on time.  
 

3) Academic Success Center: 

 The place to go for tutoring or supplemental instruction. For those with  

 strong GPAs, consider looking here for a position as a tutor.  
 

4) The Office of Student Engagement and Leadership: 

 Sophomore year is the time to take an active role in leadership and service  

 opportunities. These kinds of experiences lead to greater satisfaction while  

 in college and better jobs upon graduation.  

End of the Semester 

Checklist 

 Study Hard 

 Finish Exams 

 Get Packed 

 Clear Out Your Room 

 Clean Everything 

 Make an appointment 

with your C.A. or get 

an express checkout 

envelope from the front 

desk.  

Tentative Fall 2016     

Academic Calendar 

 Aug 3: Last day to pay 

tuition 

 Aug 22: Classes begin 

 Aug 26: Last day for    

adding classes 

 Sept 5: Labor Day  

 Oct 5: Last day to drop 

classes with a W 

 Oct 6-7: Fall Break 

 Oct 17: Spring Advising 

begins 

 Oct 28: Spring Advising 

ends 

 Nov 3: Last day to resign 

from the University 

 Nov 5: Homecoming 

 Nov 24-25: Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

 Dec 2: Last day of classes 

 Dec 5-9: Final Exams 

 

http://housing.louisiana.edu/
http://housing.louisiana.edu/
http://housing.louisiana.edu/sites/housing/files/Residence%20Hall%20Handbook_0.pdf
http://housing.louisiana.edu/future-residents/apartments
http://housing.louisiana.edu/future-residents/residence-halls/junior-suite-style
mailto:oncampusliving@louisiana.edu
tel:337-482-6471
http://findyourmajor.louisiana.edu/
http://career.louisiana.edu/
http://studentsuccess.louisiana.edu/about-us/advising
http://studentsuccess.louisiana.edu/
http://getinvolved.louisiana.edu/
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Getting Involved 
 

 Student involvement on campus and in the community is an important aspect of 

college success. Research shows that students who are engaged perform better academically 

than those who are less involved. As such we do all we can to offer a variety of opportuni-

ties for UL Lafayette students to find their comfort zone. Below are some of the events 

available to students for the remainder of the Spring 2016 Semester:  

March 2016 

Date Event Star Time Location 

4/22 Baseball vs. Texas State 6pm Tigue Moore Field 

4/23 Arnaudville Etouffee Festival 11am 
370 Main St.                                       

Arnaudville, LA 

4/23 Festival International 9am Downtown Lafayette 

4/24 Lecompte Pie Festival 11am 
1302 Weems Ave,                 

Lecompte, LA 

4/24 Softball vs. Appalachian State 12pm Lamson Park 

4/29 New Iberia Azalea Trail All Day 
Main Street                                      

New Iberia, LA 

4/29 Louisiana Tomato Festival 6pm 
2320 Paris Road                      

Chalmette, LA 

4/30 Rendez-Vous des Cajuns 6pm 
Liberty Theater                  

Eunice, LA 

5/2 Finals Begin - Campus 

5/4 Exam Week Study Day - Campus 

http://www.ragincajuns.com/schedule.aspx?path=baseball
https://louisiana.kitchenandculture.com/event/arnaudville-etouffee-festival
http://festivalinternational.org/
http://www.asliceoflouisiana.net/
http://www.ragincajuns.com/schedule.aspx?path=softball
http://www.iberiatravel.com/things-do/gardens/167
http://festivalnet.com/54044/Chalmette-Louisiana/Festivals/Tomato-Festival
http://www.eunice-la.com/index.php/things-to-do/liberty-schedule
http://registrar.louisiana.edu/sites/registrar/files/SP16%20EXAM%20SCH.pdf
http://registrar.louisiana.edu/sites/registrar/files/SP16%20EXAM%20SCH.pdf


 

Page 6 
March 2015 

Academic Colleges at 
UL Lafayette 

 

ofye@louisiana.edu  ·  Office of the First-Year Experience  ·  337-482-6599 

Success Seminar 

Topics 
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Semester in Review 
 

1) UL Lafayette launched a new Bike 

Share program with corporate partner 

Geaux Velo.   

2) UL Lafayette was named Tree 

Campus USA for the 7th year in a 

row.   

3) Junior Psychology major Kristal 

Breaux of Bayou Gauche, Louisiana 

was named Miss UL 2016.  

4) American Idol finalist MacKenzie 

Bourg sang the National Anthem and 

threw at the first pitch at a Ragin’ 

Cajun baseball game.  

5) Football Coach Mark Hudspeth 

made national news with a notable 

April Fools prank.  

6) University employee Angelina 

Narcisse made was highlighted on 

NBC’s “Making a Difference” for her 

60 years of service to UL Lafayette. 

7) Ragin’ Cajuns won a free concert 

by Rapper Lil Wayne for their efforts 

to help the Flint Water Crisis. 

8) Students ventured to Girard Park to 

take part in Lafayette’s own Holi 

Festival, the Asian Festival of Colors. 

9) The Class of 2019 experienced   

UL Lafayette’s first Cajun                       

Connection. 

Additional information         

detailing these events can be 

located by clicking the          

corresponding picture to the 

right.  

ofye@louisiana.edu  ·  Office of the First-Year Experience  ·  337-482-6599 

March 2016 

http://www.geauxvelobikeshare.com/
http://www.americanidol.com/bio/mackenzie-bourg
http://www.americanidol.com/bio/mackenzie-bourg
http://ragincajuns.com/coaches.aspx?path=football&rc=401
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lil_Wayne
http://louisiana.edu/news-events/news/20160321/university-launches-geaux-velo-bike-share-program
https://www.facebook.com/upcatul/posts/1012694348810800
http://999ktdy.com/mackenzie-bourg-throws-out-first-pitch-at-ragin-cajuns-game/
http://firstyear.louisiana.edu/node/273#overlay-context=node/272
http://www.louisiana.edu/news-events/news/20160204/university-retains-tree-campus-usa-title
http://www.cbssports.com/collegefootball/eye-on-college-football/25538531/ul-lafayettes-new-helmet-may-be-a-prank-but-it-shouldnt-be
http://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/meet-the-woman-serving-food-and-inspiration-to-generations-of-students-662031427666
http://thevermilion.com/ul-wins-free-tidal-social-wave-change-contest-featuring-lil-wayne/
http://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/2016/03/23/holi-fest-returns-living-color/82165022/
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"Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have imagined."  

 

-Henry David Thoreau 

Online Parent Guide 

University Parent 

Page 7 

ofye@louisiana.edu  ·  Office of the First-Year Experience  ·  337-482-6599 

In Theory – Reflections on the University Experience 

 The arrival of warmer temperatures in South Louisiana means one 

thing: spring will soon give way to summer, at which time your son or daughter 

will no longer be a college freshman. The past nine months has no doubt been 

an emotional roller coaster for both you and your child, but never forget the   

value of those experiences in your child’s life.  In the words of Kenyan                  

photojournalist Dan Eldon, “the journey is the destination.”  On the day your 

child walks across the stage to receive that diploma, it won’t be the piece of    

paper that qualifies them to enter the work force, it will be the knowledge they 

gained and experiences they faced which will truly warrant their entry as active 

participants in our global community.   

 The members of the Office of the First-Year Experience have walked 

the first leg of the journey with you and your child, but the time has come to 

part ways.  We will always cherish the moments we shared with you and your 

child, but as Marianne Williamson said, “every ending is but a new beginning.”  

We must return to the start line to usher in the freshman class of 2020 while 

you and your child  must continue on to reach the finish line. This chapter has 

come to a close, but there are still great stories of college yet to be written. We 

thank you for the honor and privilege of knowing your child and wish you the 

best as you move forward in life. Should your child ever need assistance, please 

remind them that OFYE’s door is always open to any student. Should you   

yourself ever require assistance, please contact Dana Bekurs, the Assistant     

Director of OFYE. Thank you for your support of the Office of First-Year     

Experience at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette and Geaux Cajuns! 

 

firstyear.louisiana.edu
mailto:orientation@louisiana.edu
http://orientation.louisiana.edu/
http://www.universityparent.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/2014-university-of-louisiana-lafayette-final-web.pdf
http://firstyear.louisiana.edu/about-us/our-staff

